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In any case, the pupil-room system provides for a
closeness of intercourse and a permanency of relation-
ship between boy and master which does not, so far
as I know, exist elsewhere. Eton may, or may not,
be "the best of schools," but there is no school
where it is so easy for a boy and a master to know
one another well. What is elsewhere the fortunate
possession of a few is at Eton the inheritance of all.
It cannot be said of all boys (or of all masters) that
" to know him is to love him/' but the system which
provides for most knowledge is indubitably the best.

My early days at Eton coincided with the closing
years of Dr. Warre's great Head-Mastership. I have
already hinted that he was, not unnaturally, averse
from change in those days, and that petitions for
reform were often handed over to a committee of
the most senior members, who could be trusted to
report on them without undue favour. But there
were other committees which were appointed to con-
sider possible improvements in the teaching, and I
have appointed too many myself not to sympathize
with a Head Master who thus delegates his responsi-
bilities,

I sat on two, and their procedure was so character-
istic of Eton at that time that I cannot refrain from
a brief record of their proceedings. The first was on
the teaching of Latin prose, presided over by that